
By Sandy Bos B.Sc. 

Township of Muskoka Lakes 



¨  Inspection at any reasonable time without 
warrant to determine if building (sewage 
system) unsafe 15.9-(1) Ontario Building Code 
Act. 

 
¨  The sewage system is unsafe if not maintained 

or operated in accordance with the Act and the 
Building Code 15.9 (3)BCA. 

 



¨  The Building Code Act (BCA) and the Ontario Building 
Code (OBC) (Ontario Regulation 350/06) were recently 
amended to formalize on-site sewage system 
maintenance inspection programs and procedures.  

¨  The Township of Muskoka Lakes is committed to the 
preservation and enhancement of the water quality of 
our lakes and waterways and has been carrying out 
Sewage System Maintenance Inspections since 2000.  



1.  “Evaluation of the septic system”  to provide the owner 
with information regarding the “do’s and don’ts”, 
performance, operation and maintenance of the septic 
system (educational talk and material handouts).  

2.  Enforce OBC Re: replace sewage systems that do not 
meet the operation and maintenance requirements 
(letters, orders). 

3.  Education regarding Shoreline Development and 
ecology (pamphlets, verbal education) 

 
 



¨  Preliminary information includes: 

¨  Assessment maps and property information of the 
Lake area 

 
¨  Determine vacant and developed lands 



Property Information Collection  
 
 

¡  carried out by boat by visually counting and 
 describing each individual cottage on the lake. 

¡  Produce a hand drawn map of each  lake 













¨  Preliminary information includes: 

¨  Map of individual lots and numbers linked to a roll no. 

¨  Produce list of property roll numbers. 

¨  Search each roll number within the Property 
Information System the Municipality is using.  

¨  Document owners and property descriptions etc., of all 
developed lands surrounding the Lake. 







ID_Number	
   Property	
  Roll	
  Num	
  

1	
   445306001004300	
  

2	
   445306001004500	
  

3	
   445306001004600	
  

4	
   445306001004900	
  

5	
   445306001005000	
  

6	
   445306001005200	
  

7	
   445306001005300	
  

8	
   445306001005400	
  

9	
   445306001005503	
  

10	
   445306001005504	
  

11	
   445306001005505	
  





¨  Preliminary information includes: 

¨  Cross-reference with copies of the available 
approvals and use permits, both MOE and 
township septic approvals and building permits.  

¨  Current Sewage System Building Permits are kept 
within our LISA data Base . 





¨  Preliminary information includes: 

¨  MOE records were time painstakingly cross-
referenced to Roll numbers and scanned to our 
Laserfiche data base. 









¨  Copy of Use Permit 

¨  Copy of Sewage System Occupancy Permit 

¨  Description of the property 

¨  Owners name and address 







Roll #     
 

2016 SEPTIC INSPECTION – PROPERTY DETAILS 
 
Address ________________               Owner(s) ______________________ 
      _____________ _        ______________________ 
   ________________        ______________________  
 
Structure Details 
 

Code Year Built Area Baths Half Baths Bedrooms 
     

 
 

  
 

    

 
Septic Details 
 
¨  Use Permit  ¨  New System   ¨  Re-inspection  
      Date: _______       Date:_______       Date:_______ 
 
Filter:  _______ ft2  /  m  Steel:        ______ 
Trench: _______ ft2   /  m  Plastic:       ______ 
Treatment:       Concrete:   ______ 
Holding Tank: _______ gal  /  L   Poured In Place: ______ 
Septic Tank: _______ gal  /  L  Fiberglass: ______ 
Unknown: __________ 
 
Privy:    Y  ¨   N  ¨   Sewage Pump:    Y  ¨   N  ¨  
Greywater:  Y  ¨   N  ¨   Effluent Pump:  Y  ¨   N  ¨  
 
Comments/Problems: 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
Property Sketch: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Septic System Survey 

 
 
 
The purpose of this program is to locate sewage systems that may be 
causing pollution, or pollution caused through the absence of a sewage 
system. Please complete the following survey to help us better 
understand your septic system and its components. 
 

1. Please indicate the number of: 
o Bedrooms           ____           
o Bathrooms             ____       
o Clothes Washer          ____ 
o Dishwashers              ____      
o Garbage Grinders ____ 

 
2. Do all of the fixtures indicated above, from all the buildings, drain 

into the same septic system? 
    _________________________________________________ 
 
3. If no, do the other fixtures drain into a separate greywater pit 

(elaborate)? 
________________________________________________ 
 

4. How often is this residence in use every year? 
________________________________________________ 
 

5. Are you aware of where your: 
§ Septic tank is: ___________________________________ 
§ Filter bed is: ____________________________________ 

 
6. When was the last time your septic tank was: 

§ Pumped: ________________________________________ 
§ Inspected: ______________________________________ 

 
Please scan this page and forward it to the Township of Muskoka 
Lakes Building Department Septic Re-inspection program at the 
address above or scan and send to septic@muskokalakes.ca . 

 
Roll # ________________ 

P.O. Box 129, 1 Bailey Street, Port Carling, Ontario, P0B 1J0 
tel: 705-765-3156   fax: 705-765-6755   web:  www.muskokalakes.ca 

Owner(s):    ______________                    



¨  Completed inspection report 

¨  Completed survey (if left on site it can be emailed 
to us) 

¨  Determination of status of system open or closed 
or more information required. 

¨  If open minor issue letter to owner 
¨  Major issue a re-inspection by the Sewage System 

Inspector/ ORDER   
 





Sewage Re-Inspection - Open Cases 
The Corporation of the Township of Muskoka Lakes 

Issued From :2016-08-01 

Issued To :2016-08-31 
2016/09/12 Date 

Page 1 

Comments Inspector Roll Number Date 

2016-08-26 40004032000000 Abby Wood Berry bushes slightly on bed. Send a nice letter. 

2016-08-26 40004045000000 Abby Wood Gravity fed to tank and bed. Trees growing all over the bed. 

2016-08-26 40004043000000 Abby Wood Little berry bushes on the bed, send nice friendly letter for them to be removed. 

2016-08-26 40004047000000 Abby Wood Vegetation slightly on the bed. In the solids tank when Evan opened it up there were roots all over. Needs fixed/pumped/something. Send a letter. 

2016-08-25 40005073000000 Abby Wood Owner is aware of vegetation and wants to cut down the trees. Just send a nice reminder letter for the trees. 
 
SEPTIC SURVEY RECIEVED AUGUST 5, 2016. 6 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS (HOUSE WAS BUILT FOR 3), 1 CLOTHES WASHER, 1 DRYER. ALL FIXTURES 
INDICATED ABOVE DRAIN INTO THE SAME SEPTIC SYSTEM. RESIDENEC IS USED EVERY SUMMER ALL SUMMER. AWARE. LAST PUMPED MAY 16, 2016. LAST 
INSPECTED AUGUST 25, 2016. 

2016-08-25 40004060000000 Abby Wood No idea where the bed is. 

2016-08-25 40004056000000 Abby Wood Fire pit and cinder blocks on top of the bed. Send nice letter. 

2016-08-23 40004077000000 Abby Wood Vegetation on bed, lots of trees. 

2016-08-22 40004010100000 ABBY THE OWNER DIDNT WANT US ON THE PROPERTY. SHE WAS TELLING US SHE DIDNT KNOW WE WERE COMING AROUND AND DIDNT BELEIVE WE WORKED 
WITH THE TOWNSHIP. sHE ALSO SAID SHE WAS PART OF THE BASS LAKE ASSOCIATION. 

2016-08-22 40004007000000 ABBY RENTERS WERE UP SO WE WERENT ABLE TO INSPECT. ON OUR WAY OUT WE SAW THE BED WITH A LOT OF OVER GROWN VEGETATION. 

2016-08-12 50005039000000 Sandy Bos steel tank  Met with owner and sent letter requiring tank replacement by 2017 season. 

2016-08-03 40003058000000 Abby Wood Trees growing on bed. Send letter. Construction going on. 
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¨  steel tanks  (replacement required) 



¨  5 systems (sewage backup into tank)  



¨  Improper installation/design (high groundwater area) 
¨  5 sewage systems installed into groundwater table 



¨  Even the best 
installation can’t fix 
poor system siting! 

 

Leaching Bed 
Area 



¨  2 systems revealed breakout at the ground surface 
  or ponding 

 



¨  If no- action by time table allotted (failure to 
comply with an order) 

¨   Issue order prohibiting occupancy of an unsafe 
building (sewage system) as permitted under 
15.9(6) BCA 

¨  In an emergency situation: municipality may 
carry out any work necessary to eliminate the 
unsafe condition 

 
 Last resort: 

¨  Charges as permitted under 36.(1) of the BCA 





  


